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November 7, 2021

The Honorable Carolyn Maloney
Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight and Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairwoman Maloney:

Hunter Biden, the President’s 51-year-old son, has made a new career for himself as an
artist.! The fact that Mr. Biden is listing his paintings for prices that range between $75,000—
more than the median annual American income—and half a million dollars? raises ethical
questions about the access of those purchasing Mr. Biden’s art to the White House and the
President. The White House created levels of secrecy around the identity of Mr. Biden’s patrons
and has provided little in the way of clarity.? For months, ethics experts from former Democratic
and Republican administrations have voiced concerns about this arrangement.* Since this
Committee has a history of inquiring about possible White House ethics violations,’> we call on
you to schedule a hearing to review this scheme and shed light on this suspicious activity.

Mr. Biden’s entanglements in foreign business transactions are well-documented.® The
Biden family’s history of capitalizing on President Biden’s former public positions of trust is
clear.” Foreign governments using “transactions involving high-value art to evade sanctions
imposed on them by the United States” is also well-established.® These facts alone present
enough of an appearance of impropriety by Mr. Biden to merit a hearing before the Committee.

Mr. Biden’s accomplices in this burgeoning enterprise—including the White House—
should raise the matter beyond partisan loyalties as it implicates possible national security
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concerns. Mr. Biden’s gallerist, Georges Berges, has announced his desire to become the “lead
guy in China.” Chinese publications now report on Mr. Biden’s gallery.! The White House
has dealt with Mr. Biden’s art career by either ignoring it or adding levels of secrecy by keeping
buyers anonymous—even as Mr. Biden attends his art shows with rich, famous, and ambitious
potential buyers seeking jobs in the Biden Administration.!! When asked about those who would
question this arrangement, Mr. Biden has responded “f--- ‘em.”'> When a reporter asked a
substantial Democrat donor about his role hosting one of Mr. Biden’s art shows, the reporter was
called a “piece of s---” and a “nazi jew [sic].”!® The identities of those who have already
purchased Biden art are not shared with the public, and Mr. Biden has already grossed at least
$375,000 from sales to unknown patrons. !4

The White House for its part does not seem concerned about Mr. Biden’s appearance of
impropriety and deflects questions regarding the White House’s decision not to review
purchasers of the art.!> As Walter Shaub, former chief ethics officer under the Obama
Administration, has recently opined, “There is no ethics program in the world that can be built
around the head of state’s staff working with a dealer to keep the public in the dark about the
identities of individuals who pay vast sums to the leader’s family member for subjectively priced
items of no intrinsic value.”!®

The American people deserve answers regarding the nature and profitability of Hunter
Biden’s art sales. They are also entitled to know the extent to which Mr. Biden interacts with his
father and any connections he has or cultivates in the White House. We call on you to hold a
hearing to question Mr. Biden and his gallerist, Georges Berges, as well as White House counsel
responsible for crafting the agreements shrouding the purchasers of Mr. Biden’s art in secrecy, as
well as ethics experts such as Mr. Shaub to evaluate these transactions. This matter is not going
away—in fact it appears to be worsening—and it is imperative the Committee on Oversight and
Reform evaluate this serious breach of ethics to help guide any potential necessary changes in
federal ethics law.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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Sincerely,
Jame§ Lomer Jodyftice @
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Committee on Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on Government
Operations
Glenn S. Grothman Michael Clo
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Subcommittee on National Security Subcommittee on Economic and
Consumer Policy
Virgingg A. Foxx Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Scott Franklin Byfcﬁ Donalds
Member of Congress Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly, Chairman
Subcommittee on Government Operations

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch, Chairman
Subcommittee on National Security

The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi, Chairman
Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy



